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to submit again to the rebuffs and the humiliations of die kst four years. We shall not assume office and we shall not hold office until we can secure the safeguards which experience shows us to be necessary to the legislative utility and the honour of the party of progress. . . . We are not proposing the abolition of the House of Lords or setting up a single Chamber, but we do ask, and we are going to ask the electors to say that the House of Lords shall be confined to the proper objects of a second Chamber. The absolute veto which it proposes must go."
The Difficulties of the Government
It was easy to say but not quite so easy to do. The election which followed gave the Government a majority of 124, a large reduction of the unprecedented majority of 1906, but still in ordinary circumstances a handsome and even a generous majority. The circumstances of the 1909 Budget, however, were not ordinary. The Irish (82 in number) had taken great exception to certain parts of the Budget, especially the new taxes on spirits, and had abstained or voted against these taxes in the previous Parliament. No harm would be done if they abstained in the new Parliament, but if they voted against the Budget the Government would be defeated, the Budget rejected, and the peers justified. There followed.a stubborn duel between Asquith and Redmond, the leader of the Irish party. As a condition of the Itish withdrawing their opposition to the Budget, Redmond desired a pledge from the Government that it would proceed immediately with a Bill dealing with the veto of the House of Lords and pass it within a year, and this Asquith declined to give. The Budget, he said, must be decided on its own merits, and if the Irish thought necessary to vote against it, they must do so and take the consequences. v
For several weeks the Budget was held up, and thp fate of the Government was in doubt.  But English strongly of opinion that a House of Lords policy least be produced before the Budget was agajn •—*—:~ the peers, and in the first fortnight of Af~ra-' passed three resolutions through the r defining this policy, and procured ~ Parliament Bill which was to give"
